Wechsler Verbal-Performance IQ discrepancies among psychiatric inpatients: implications for subtle neuropsychological dysfunctioning.
One hundred seventy-nine psychiatric inpatients were administered the WAIS-R and several neuropsychological and academic achievement tests. All subjects were assigned to three groups based on their WAIS-R's VIQ-PIQ discrepancy scores: (i) Low Verbal (Verbal IQ < Performance IQ. by at least 13 points); (ii) Low Performance (Performance IQ < Verbal IQ by at least 13 points); and (iii) Equal (Verbal IQ-Performance IQ within 13 points). The Low Verbal group made significantly more errors on the Speech Sounds Perception Test, demonstrated lower spelling scores, evinced more aphasic signs, and had had more special education placements than did the Equal or Low Performance groups. The Low Performance subjects demonstrated significantly more signs of constructional dyspraxia and performed more poorly on the Grooved Pegboard test. The neuropsychiatric patients who had Verbal-Performance IQ discrepancies of at least one standard deviation may be at risk for specific, subtle neuropsychological deficits.